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Body Part Trapped in Gaps in
Side Rails, etc. When Operating Beds

12 cases have been reported involving gaps in bed side rails, etc. Of these, five cases were 

reported involving patients' body parts being trapped in gaps in side rails, etc. when operating 

beds (information collection period: from January 1, 2010 to June 30, 2013; the information is 

partly included in “Medical Adverse Event Information to be Shared” (p.142) in the 13th Quarterly 

Report and “Recurrence of Events and the Occurrence of Similar Events” (p.166) in the 33rd 

Quarterly Report).
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Cases of patients' body parts being trapped in 
gaps in bed side rails, etc. when operating beds 
have been reported.

Image of case

Other examples relating to bed side rails, etc. that have been reported include cases in which a 

body part became trapped between one side rail and another, and cases in which the patient fell 

out through a gap in the side rail.
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* As part of the Project to Collect Medical Near-Miss/Adverse Event Information (a Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare grant project), this 
medical safety information was prepared based on the cases collected in the Project as well as on opinions of the “Comprehensive Evaluation 
Panel” to prevent the occurrence and recurrence of medical adverse events. See quarterly reports and annual reports posted on the Japan 
Council for Quality Health Care website for details of the Project.
http://www.med-safe.jp/

* Accuracy of information was ensured at the time of preparation but cannot be guaranteed in the future.
* This information is intended neither to limit the discretion of healthcare providers nor to impose certain obligations or responsibilities on them.

Case
The nurse began to operate the bed in order to place the patient, who had a left elbow wound, in 

a sitting position. In doing so, s/he did not check the position of the patient's upper limbs. When 

the nurse raised the bed by 20-30°, the patient said "Ouch!" The nurse checked and found that 

the patient's left elbow was trapped between the bed rail and mattress, and that the inside of 

the dressing on the patient's left elbow was soaked with blood. The patient was found to have 

an injury extending as far as the muscular layer, so the wound was sutured by a physician.

Preventive measures taken at the medical institutions in which the events occurred.

Beds will be operated only after checking the gaps in the  
side rails and the position of the patient's body.

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/topics/bukyoku/isei/i-anzen/hourei/dl/120606-1.pdf

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry have issued a notice entitled Safety Inspections to

Prevent Accidents Involving the Head, Neck or Limbs Becoming Trapped
in Gaps in the Side Rails of Medical or Home Care Beds*.

This notice is accompanied by Appendix 1 Safety Inspection Checklist for Medical and Home Care Beds.*


